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Abstract of corresponding document: GB2338579 

A portable device, for example a portable phone 
1 , has a display comprising a first element 2 and 
a second element 3. The first element 2 is 
adapted to display information, and the second 
element 3 is an electrochromic element, which at 
least partially covers the first element 2. This has 
the advantage of allowing the electrochromic 
window to enhance the design flexibility of the 
display and reduces the power consumption by 
switching off the first display element when the 
device is placed into a standby mode, and 
switching the electrochromic element into a non- 
transparent state to indicate that it is in said 
standyby mode. The device may also be used 
with other portable devices such as a personal 
organiser or laptop computer. 
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Novelty: A portable device (1) has a display with a first element (2) adapted to display information and 
a second electrochromic element (3), which at least partially covers the First element. 
Description: An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for a method of saving power in a portable 
device. 

Use: To enhance the conventional display of a conventional portable device, e.g. a mobile phone. 
Advantage: The design flexibility of the display is enhanced and the power consumption is reduced. 
Description of Drawing: The drawing shows an example of the invention when applied to a mobile 
telephone, with the electrochromic window in a transparent state. Portable device (l)First element (2) 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

A portable device, for example a portable phone (1), has a 
display comprising a first element (2) and a second element 
(3). The first element (2) is adapted to display information, 
and the second element (3) is an electrochromic element, 
which at least partially covers the first element (2). This has 
the advantage of allowing the electrochromic window to 
enhance the design flexibility of the display. In addition, the 
display enables power consumption to be saved in a portable 
device having such first and second elements, by switching 
off the first display element when the device is placed into 
a standby mode, and switching the electrochromic element 
into a non-transparent state to indicate that it is in said 
standby mode. The device may also be used with other 
portable devices such as a personal organizer or laptop 
computer. 
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